Our Case Number: ABP-318802-24

Failte Ireland

c/o Yvonne Jackson

National Tourism Development Authority
88 - 95 Amiens Street

Dublin 1

D01 WR86

Date: 22 December 2025

Re: Proposed development of a resource recovery centre (including waste-to-energy facility)
in Ringaskiddy, County Cork.

Dear Sir / Madam,

An Coimisiun Pleanala has received your recent submission in relation to the above mentioned
proposed development and will take it into consideration in its determination of the matter.

The Commission will revert to you in due course with regard to the matter.

Please be advised that copies of all submissions / observations received in relation to the application will
be made available for public inspection at the offices of the local authority and at the offices of An
Coimisiun Pleanala when they have been processed by the Commission.

More detailed information in relation to strategic infrastructure development can be viewed on the
Commission's website: www.pleanala.ie.

If you have any queries in the meantime please contact the undersigned officer of the Commission.
Please quote the above mentioned An Coimisiun Pleanala reference number in any correspondence or
telephone contact with the Commission.

Yours faithfully,

KW'U\ WG@*\".(@/\
Kevin McGettigan™
Executive Officer

Direct Line: 01-8737263

PAO4

Teil Tel (01) 858 8100

Glao Aititil LoCall 1800 275 175

Facs Fax (01) 872 2684 64 Sraid Maoilbhride 64 Marlborough Street
Laithrean Gréasain  Website www.pleanala.ie Baile Atha Cliath 1 Dublin 1

Riomhphost Email communications@pleanala.ie D01 Ve02 D01 V902



From: Yvonne Jackson <Yvonne.Jackson@failteireland.ie>

Sent: 14 November 2025 14:57

To: Bord <bord@pleanala.ie>

Subject: An Coimisiun Pleanala Case Reference: PA04.318802 Submission

Caution: This is an External Email and may have malicious content. Please take
care when clicking links or opening attachments. When in doubt, contact the ICT
Helpdesk. ’

Dear Secretary,

Féilte Ireland would like to take the opportunity to make a submission to Case Reference:
PA04.318802 in relation to Proposed development of a resource recovery centre (including waste-
to-energy facility) by Indaver NV t/a Indaver Ireland, , Ringaskiddy, County Cork.

The attached submission has been prepared by Fdilte Ireland, the National Tourism Development
Authority.

I would be grateful if you could send a reply email acknowledging receipt of submission.

Regards,

Yvonne

Yvonne Jackson

Product Development-Environment & Planning Support | Failte Ireland

88-95 Amiens Street, Dublin 1, D01 WR86

+353 (0)86 0357590

Failte
ve) Ireland

LinkedIn | Twitter | YouTube | Facebook
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Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent sending or
receiving certain types of file attachments. Check your e-mail security settings to



determine how attachments are handled. Privileged, confidential andor copyright
information may be contained in this E-Mail. This E-Mail is for the use of the intended
addressee. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for
delivering it to the intended addressee, you may not copy, forward, disclose or
otherwise use it or any part of it in any way whatsoever. To do so is prohibited and may
be untawful. If you receive this E-Mail by mistake, please advise the senderimmediately
by using the REPLY facility in your E-Mail software and delete all associated material
immediately. - S
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An Coimisiun Pleanala
64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1,
D01 V902

14t November 2025

Submission - Case reference: PA04.318802, Ringaskiddy Co Cork Proposed development of a
resource recovery centre (including waste-to-energy facility) by Indaver NV t/a Indaver Ireland

A Chara,

| refer to the above application which is currently registered with An Coimisiun Pleandla on receipt
of significant further information.

As a prescribed body in the planning process, one of the main objectives of Failte Ireland is to
advocate for the protection of key tourism assets and amenities. The Irish landscape is one of the
primary assets for tourism in the country and has been the cornerstone of international tourism
marketing campaigns for decades. This is highlighted in the most recent ‘Overseas Holidaymakers
Attitudes’ survey, that 91% of our overseas visitors want to experience Ireland’s unique scenery.
Therefore, as the Irish landscape is one of the primary reasons for visiting the country, it is essential
that the quality, character and distinctiveness of this valuable resource is protected.

Within this submission we have outlined an overview of Cork Harbour, opportunities for the harbour
from a tourism perspective as well as highlighting the economic value of tourism. We are also sharing
the key strategic opportunities that have been identified in the Cork Destination Experience
Development Plan 2023 - 2027 (DEDP).

Cork Harbour

The Harbour is vital for the sustainable future growth of the tourism economy in Cork City and East
Cork. The River Lee provides an important geographical link between Cork City and the greater
Harbour area. There is a significant Maritime story associated with this body of water in respect of
heritage, commerce and culture. This story and these waters can be the catalyst to unlock the tourism
potential of the area through the development of on water visitor experiences and activities and the
provision of supporting services.

Cork Harbour is part of the Ireland’s Ancient East regional brand, which was launched in 2015. Since
the inception of the brand there has been significant investment in both Capital and other resources
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to help build the region into a key national visitor destination. As a result, in 2019, tourism revenue
in Ireland’s Ancient East was worth €1.7bn to the regional economy supporting approximately 55,200
jobs. Over half (55%) of this revenue was generated by international visitors with the remaining 45%
from Island of Ireland visitors. In 2024, Cork had 2,781,000 tourists/ trips of whom 1,800,000 were
~ from overseas and 981,000 were from the Republic of Ireland. Their total spend (€mn) was 1,151,000,
with €775 of this from overseas and €376 generated from domestic visitors.

Key performing Visitor Attractions in the harbour (Total Visitors 2024):

e Fota Wildlife Park: 428,745

e Fota Arboretum and Gardens: 141,283
e Titanic Experience: 110,000

e Spike Island: 71,400

e Cobh Heritage Centre: 56,744

e Camden Fort 20,000

There are also a number of activity providers in the harbour including, but not limited to: ‘

e Cork Harbour Boat Hire

e Cork Harbour Cruise

e Ocean Escapes

e Sea Safari

e Cork City SUP

e Under the Bridges Kayaking Tour

Future Strategic Tourism Development Cork

A Regional Tourism Development Strategy (RTDS) - 2023-2027 has been developed for Ireland’s
Ancient East region and provides the strategic framework for other tourism development strategies,
such as the Cork City, Harbour and East Cork Destination Experience Development Plan (DEDP) that
was launched in late 2024.

The Cork City, Harbour and East Cork DEDP is a five-year sustainable tourism development plan for
Cork and identifies the key development opportunities in Cork. The actions identified in the DEDP
will uniquely position Cork as a destination that can differentiate its visitor offering from other Irish
destinations. ;

A number of projects have been identified as catalyst projects in how they link the various destination
experiences, expand the range of things to do and see and encourage visitors to explore local
communities. The delivery of these projects will collectively contribute to achieving the
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transformational objectives of creating a Lee, City Harbour Way Experience Corridor and realising the
tourism potential of Cork Harbour.

Lee, City, Harbour Way, Experience Corridors

The key objective is to develop an innovative trails approach linking land, water and cultural
experiences to encourage visitors to explore more of the destination. The development of the Lee,
City, Harbour Way as a visitor experience corridor will provide Cork with a mechanism to connect the
entire destination and provide a logical visitor orientation approach featuring a ‘west to east’ and
‘north to south’ axis. It will provide a coherent trails development approach linking land, water and
cultural experiences while building on the Greenway and Active Travel investment.

World Class Harbour
The objective is to develop Cork harbour into a world class visitor experience. Cork Harbour is Corks

greatest natural asset. Over the centuries, it has represented the gateway to Cork and the gateway
to the world. The eco-system of harbour islands, centuries of stories and maritime links to the city
provide it with a real uniqueness. Each harbour island has significant tourism growth potential from
the expansion of the Fota Island, growing visitor levels on Spike Island to developing Great Island and
Cobh as a tourism town. Haulbowline, Crosshaven linked by the Lee, City, Harbour trail, and Camden
Fort provide further opportunities to expand the product base across the harbour and become the
focal point for Cork’s maritime story. The opportunity to experience Cork Harbour will be delivered
by linking the harbour islands, water access hubs and developing the experiences accessible in local
communities. This includes linking trails and greenways with active travel investment and growing
marine based activities through strategic harbour investment to support the growfh in marine
tourism activities and on water experiences. Failte Ireland in cooperation with Cork County Council,
Cork City Council and Port of Cork Company has initiated a Tourism Masterplan for Cork harbour to
define the potential in this regard.

Conclusion

Having regard to the above and the objective to develop Cork Harbour into a world class visitor
experience, Failte Ireland respectfully request that the potential for impacts on the tourism,
recreation and amenity value of Cork Harbour as a result of the proposed development be given due
consideration in the determination of this planning application.

Yours Sincerely,

Shane Dineen, Environment & Planning Manager, Failte Ireland



